
Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11, 2021 

“A Beloved Community, where you find friends” 



Church Address: 8800  Fontaine St , Oakland  CA 94605 

Phone 510-569-0689                

Fax 510-569-8432 

Email: unitedlutheran@sbcglobal.net  

Website: www.ulcoakland.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday 10am to 5:30pm.      

 

Pastor (Vacant) 

Cell Phone:  

Email:  

Pastor’s Office Hours:  

 

Youth Pastor Craig Minich 

Cell Phone: 510-390-4045 

Email: craigminich@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: by appointment 

 

Nursing Home Ministry - Pastor Ned O'Donnell 

Email: pastorned@live.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: by appointment 
 

SERVING GOD TODAY 
Presiding………………………..…………………..............….……………...Pr. Douglas Merritt 

Pianist……………………………...…................................................................Steve Carter 

Office Manager…………………………………………………...…………….…….. Michelle Ando 
 

Rate and visit us on Yelp to comment on our space/
worship experience. 

Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/united-lutheran-church-of-oakland-oakland  

https://www.yelp.com/biz/united-lutheran-church-of-oakland-oakland


Our Mission 
 

United Lutheran Church of Oakland is a Beloved Community, rooted in the 

teachings and values of Love, Jesus Christ and Togetherness. We openly  

welcome all people as Children of God. We realize God's Will in our creative 

and compassionate expressions and service to one another. We are One with 

God and all Humanity. 
 

Our Vision 
 

We gather on Sunday mornings in love and joy inspired by innovative Word, 

music, meditation, prayer and being in relationship with each other. 

 

We form small groups for study of God's Word, including the Bible and to 

learn techniques of Mindfulness and other special topics of interest to renew 

and rejuvenate each other as human beings living a Christ-led and  

compassion-filled life. 

 

We accept the spiritual curiosity of our children, young people, adults and the 

elderly and support their education and well-being through participation in the 

East Bay Lutheran Parish. 

 

We celebrate each other's talents and gifts and encourage the giving of our gifts 

in realizing God's Will for our Beloved Community. 

 

We feed the hungry, clothe the poor, pursue justice for all, pray for and        

support healing through our volunteerism and financial resources. 

 

We utilize our Church Home facilities for the good of our immediate Oakland 

neighborhood, sponsoring events that inspire and celebrate the joys of life. 

 

We do this in the name of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. 



Order of Service 

Greeting and Welcome 

Silent mediation time to prepare our hearts for worship 

Greeting:  

L:  The Spirit of God is among us and in our world 

C:  Giving us new life and hope! 

Opening Hymn:          “We Are Marching in The Light of God”   

L: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who calls us beloved children, who gathers us into 

one flock, who guides us into one truth. 



Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray 

C: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By 

the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection 

in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Silence for Reflection 

THE WORD 

First Reading: Acts 4: 32-35 

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early 
Christian community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to 
help their fellow believers who were in need.  
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 133 
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1)  
1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon 
the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For there 
the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.   

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1—2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, 
but our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality 
through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in 
God’s light.  
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it 
and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father 
and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so 
that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our 
joy may be complete. 5This is the message we have heard from him and 



proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we 
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 
and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 2:1My 
little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only 
but also for the sins of the whole world. Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:  
     Halle, Halle, hallelujah! 

   Halle, Halle, hallelujah! 

   Halle, Halle, hallelujah! 

   Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

Gospel: John 20: 19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His 
words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the 
risen Lord.  
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. The gospel of 
the Lord. 



C: Praise to you , O Christ! 

Homily:  Pr. Douglas Merritt 

Silence for Reflection 

Hymn:               “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

Silence for Reflection 

Prayers of the People……………………….…………………………each petition ends with: 
P : “….Lord, in your mercy” 
C: “....Hear our prayer”    

   (You will have a chance to name your prayer after) 

P: And what else do the people of God pray for?  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessing 

Hymn:                     “I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted me”        

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

Pray that God’s healing love will rest upon 

Please also Pray for: 

If you would like to see a name added to the prayer list, please let the church 

• Mrs. Cecilia Charles-Cunningham  
• Ethel McTiller 
• Ivery McKnight 
• Tammy Jackson 
• Mrs. Stella Watson-Miller 
• Pearl Wiley 
• Edem Ekong 
• Edward Miller 
• Marie Ross  
• All the people whose lives have been affected by 

the Corona Virus 
• Odell Lewis 
• All who are living in assisted living facilities 
• Andrea Vindal  

• Meg Hickman 
• Seve Chacon  
• Lorraine Chavez  
• Jackie Clark 
• Sallielou Carter  
• All who have been displaced by the 

wildfires in our state  
• Pr.Ned and his household  
• Pr.Craig  
• Rena Ferrell 
• Pr. Dan and Barbara Solberg 
• Pr. Andreas Pielhoop 
• Ekong Family  

• Our Country 
• Peace among the nations and religions of the 

world 

• Those who are suffering  from war 
• Those who minister in your name 

Due to the order for all Alameda County residents to shelter in place to slow the spread of Novel 

Coronavirus (COVID-19), we will not be holding Church services until further notice. 
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