
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  

February 5th, 2023 

“A Beloved Community, where you find friends” 



Church Address: 8800  Fontaine St , Oakland  CA 94605 

Phone 510-569-0689                

Fax 510-569-8432 

Email: unitedlutheran@sbcglobal.net  

Website: www.ulcoakland.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday 10am to 5:30pm.      
 

Pastor (Guest Pastorship via Supply Roster—all 2023) 

Cell Phone:  510-569-0689 

Email:  unitedlutheran@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  by referral/ appointment 
 

Youth Pastor - vacant  

Email:  vacant 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  by appointment 
 

Nursing Home Ministry - Pastor Ned O'Donnell 

Email: pastorned@live.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: by appointment 
 

 

 

SERVING GOD TODAY 
 
Presiding…………………..…………………..........................Pastor Kathleen Boyer-Visser 

Pianist……………………………...…................................................................Steve Carter 

Soloist………………………………………………………………………….Min. Herman Harper II 

Rate and visit us on Yelp to comment on our space/
worship experience. 

Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/united-lutheran-church-of-oakland-oakland  

https://www.yelp.com/biz/united-lutheran-church-of-oakland-oakland


Our Mission 
 

United Lutheran Church of Oakland is a Beloved Community, rooted in the 

teachings and values of Love, Jesus Christ and Togetherness. We openly  

welcome all people as Children of God. We realize God's Will in our creative 

and compassionate expressions and service to one another. We are One with 

God and all Humanity. 
 

Our Vision 
 

We gather on Sunday mornings in love and joy inspired by innovative Word, 

music, meditation, prayer and being in relationship with each other. 

 

We form small groups for study of God's Word, including the Bible and to 

learn techniques of Mindfulness and other special topics of interest to renew 

and rejuvenate each other as human beings living a Christ-led and  

compassion-filled life. 

 

We accept the spiritual curiosity of our children, young people, adults and the 

elderly and support their education and well-being through participation in the 

East Bay Lutheran Parish. 

 

We celebrate each other's talents and gifts and encourage the giving of our gifts 

in realizing God's Will for our Beloved Community. 

 

We feed the hungry, clothe the poor, pursue justice for all, pray for and        

support healing through our volunteerism and financial resources. 

 

We utilize our Church Home facilities for the good of our immediate Oakland 

neighborhood, sponsoring events that inspire and celebrate the joys of life. 

 

We do this in the name of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. 



Order of Service 

Greeting and Welcome 

Silent meditation time to prepare our hearts for worship 

Gathering  
 
P: The Spirit of God is among us and in our world! 

C:  Giving us new life and hope! 

 
Opening Hymn:     “ We Shall Overcome” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ONE God, who calls us beloved children, who 

gathers us into one flock, who guides us into one truth. 

C:  AMEN. 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray  

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 



THE WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for 
genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, 
and clothing the naked. 

1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the 
house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me 
and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, 
they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and 
oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such 
the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in 
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your 
own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, 
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 9aThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry 
for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 
9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the 
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in 
parched places, and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.  
P: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 [10] Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4) 
 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 
 4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
 5It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 6For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 
 8Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 
   they will hold up their head with honor. 
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 
 the desires of the wicked will perish.  

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul 
continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity 
involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty 
words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I 
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest 
not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 
age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before 
the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 



10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 
of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no 
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we 
speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 
things to those who are spiritual. 
 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and 
they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern 
all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 
 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.  
P: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 Gospel Acclamation:             Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 

       Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 

       Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 

       Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It 
is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it 
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will 
pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless 
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

P: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Homily  Provided by Kathleen Boyer-Visser 

Hymn:       “ Blessed Assurance” 



Hymn:      “ Lift Every Voice and Sing” 



Pray that God’s healing love will rest upon : 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja, George Mulrain © 1995, General Board of Global Ministries. You Can't Beat God Giving, Doris Akers, © 2000, Manna Musica. Reprint-

ed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706480. All rights reserved.  

• Mrs. Cecilia Charles-
Cunningham 

• Ivery McKnight 
• Tammy Jackson 
• Mrs. Stella Watson-Miller 
• Pearl Wiley 
• Edem Ekong 
• Edward Miller 
• Marie Ross  
• All the people who have been 

affected by the Corona Virus 
• All who are living in assisted 

living facilities 
• Jackie Clark 
• Sallielou Carter  

• The citizens and inhabitants of 
Ukraine 

• Pr.Ned and his household  
• Pr.Craig and his household 
• Rena Ferrell 
• Pr. Dan and Barbara Solberg 
• Pr. Andreas Pielhoop and 

Family 
• Ekong Family  
• Emily Fucles 
• Vodhen Fucles 
• Ernestine Camp and Family 
• Esther Holland and Family 
• Loretta Harrison and Family 

• Johnella Mayo, Elaine Adams 
and the Bland Family 

• Jalynda Booker and Family 
• Ronald Dupree 
• Mary Harper and Family 
• Donna Webster and Family 
• Jacquline DeBose and Family 
• Amari Flood and Family 
• Morris McGee and Family 
 

Please also Pray for: 

• Our Country 

• Peace among the nations and religions of the world 

• Those who are suffering from war  

 


